THE    ISLAND   WORLD
fearsome goblins that haunt hill and valley, forest
and plain, that conceal themselves by day and make
night dangerous by their ubiquitous roaming.
In particular, and in common with most primi-
tives, the Papuan is confounded by the phenomenon
of death. Death by violence of men he can under-
stand, but fatal illness, or a sickness that is not fatal,
is something beyond his comprehension. And, fail-
ing a knowledge of medicine and hygiene, he can
only attribute such things to the spirit world. The
most terrifying circumstances about this super-
stitious fear is that he is without access to his invis-
ible enemies. No matter how willing he may be to
placate them, to pay tribute to them and obey their
whims, there is no way in which he can communicate
with them or learn just what it is that they want.
And when a man appears with a reputation, how-
ever weakly grounded, for ability to bargain with
these otherwise implacable spirits, his success is
assured from the outset.
There is a danger, of course. The belief that a
man can restrain the viciousness of evil spirits im-
plies also that he can persuade them to even greater
harmfulness than before. And in place of a host of
unregimented goblins, the unfortunate has to deal
with a man who can influence them all for evil as
well as for good. Instead of a number of isolated
enemies he has to face an army of them, all under
the direction and control of a single man. But this
does not matter so much as the fact that in the
sorcerer he finds an intermediary who at the worst
can be bribed to keep his malignant allies quiescent,
The sorcerer, of course, does not fail to take
advantage of his opportunities. Extortion and vic-
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